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The Good Old Plow.
Jjet them ?in who may of the battle fray,

And the deL thai hare Ion? riiice passed ;

Let them chant in praise ef tba tar whose days
Are pent on the vast,

IV uld render to those all tbo worship you please,
I would them even now ;

But I'd give fur more from my heart' full store
'

To the cause of the Good Oid Plow.

Jet them lend the notes that in mnic floats
Through the bright and flittering hall ;

While the amorous twirl of the huira brightcorl
Itound the houllrr of beauty full? :

Bat dearer to me ia ihe son Irora the tree,
And the rich and blossoming bough.

0 these are the sweets that the rustic greets
A hi follow tbo Good Old Plow.

Full many tV' e be that we daily see, . ..

With lb and hollow pride,
"Who the plowman lot. in hi humbls cot,

With a orntul look derido ;

Bat I'd rather take, aye, a liearty shake
From lit hand, than to wealth I'd bow ;

For the hott-s- t grasp of bw hand's rough clasp,
Has stood by the Good Old Plow.

All hon r be to ihesegray old men.
Wheu at laat they aru bowed with toil ;

Thr.r warfare then o'er, tbey battle no more,
For they've eonqn-jre- the stubborn soil ;

And the chaplct each wear., is hi silver hairs,
And ne'er Bhall thi victora brow,

i'itu a laurel crown to thejrrave jrodown
Like the aoru of the Good Old Plovfc

Jlji.IlrcMj6ies'"of-"djeMToii)t-

Controversy between Vermont, and
t New York.

CHAPTER I.

urin" the Colonial and Indian wars,
f tli territory of Vermont was the great

. thwotrghlare. tnroagn wnicn moi oi
Jr their expeditions proceedeed, !and on

wlieh niauy of? their battles were fought.
Bf-in- situated nearly at an equal ui-- i
tineefrom the French on the oue hand
And the English on the .other, it was con- -

itaatly expose4 to the depredations of
both, and neCHiua me itounus iuim-uii- :

place of their Indian allies. On this

account the seiuemeui oi uie couuu y

had Ion? been regarded as dangerous and ,

impracticable : nor was it until after the
compile conquest of Canada by the
hnghsliiu-- loo, ujai aujr co.ueiau.
settlements were made, beveral places, ;

it is true, hal been previously occupied
hnth'hv the r renim ana xungiisn ; out
they are rather to be regarded as milita

ry posts than actual settlements.
As early as the year 1752, u was pro-- j

poseu oy o j w un
ships

.
ayl commence a settlement at Coos

I IT I'llConnec icut river, wnere navernm
in New Hampsliire and Newbury in Ver -

. T millflnnn nt'tl.S.. 1.11. I

mOUu nOW lie. jMiiouanv.-t- un-- - yuiit
in the spring of the year 1752, the gov
ernor of New Hampshire ordered out a
party t explore tne country, survey the

townships and erect stociiaues ana loag-me- !

for 200 men in each. Tlie object
was, partly to get possession of the rich

meadows at Coos, and partly to form a

barrier against the incursions of the St.
Francis Indians in case of war ; but the
timelv remonstrance of that tribe caused

fthe immediate relinquishment of theun-dertaki- n''

; w much was their resent-

ment dreaded at that early period:
Soon after the erection of fort Dum-me- r,

several, block-house- s were built for

the protection of the settlers in that part
of Hinsd:i!e, N. H., which was situated

"on the west si!5e of the Connecticut, and
which is now called Vernon ; and before
the year 1754, settlements had been
commenced, in Vermont as

'
far up the

tlT i 1 1 I

Connecticut as Westminister ana itoCK- -

Wham. But their advancement was

now stopped by the breaking out of what
was called the French War,' which con-

tinued till the final conquest of Canada
Ma 176 J. During this war these feeble
settlements were continually harra-se-d

and annoyed by the French and Indians.
The inhabitants could not cultivate their
fields without being every moment ex-

posed to the deadly fire of a lurking foe.
Their block-house- s were frequently sur-

prised and taken, and the inhabitants
either massacred or carried into captivity.

ecincuicuii is eueuieupermaueui.

Ui0' on the west side of the Green
till after the conauetof Can- -

i adi by the English. When the French
tf proceeded up lake Cham plain and erect- -

. ed their fortresses at Crown Point, in

I '"" ""-- J "O "

i :' east side of the lake in the present
.township of Addison. This settlement

1 --.was. however, broken ub'aud all theset- -

$ tiers retired, with the French garrison,
into Canada, before Gen, Amherst in
1759.

'

Such was the original condition of Ver- -

- mont, andsudi were the establishments
,mad3 within its limits previous to the

year 176J. . No permauent settlements
had been made, at" the close of this pe- -

?
, riod, except upon the banks of Connect-

icut river, in tne present county of Wind-
ham and here the settlers were few. and
scattered, probably not amounting in tlie
whole to more titan two or three hun-
dred. Bdt in their expeditions against
the French the English colonists IwtJ

made themselves acquainted with the fer-

tility and, value of the lands lying be
, teen ' Connecticut river and like. ChAin-plai- n,

and tl conquest of Canada liav
mg now removed the difficulty and dan-g- er

of settling them, swarms of adven
lurers began to" immigrate, hither, and
from the year 1 76.), the : population, of
Vermont be-ra- to Increase with cousid- -

erable' rapidity. :; ' ' ;

' CHAPTER II.
When the Englidi commenced Uieir

5rablihmeni at wrt Jpummer tliat fort
"ai supposed to lie widiin' the limits ,of

achasetts, and the setJeoieuis in

that vicinity were first made under grants
from that provincial government. But
after a long and tedious controversy be
tween Massachusetts and rew Hamp
shire respecting their division line, King
Creorge II. finally decreed, on the 5th of
March, 1740, that the northern bounda-
ry of the province of Massachusetts be a
similar curve line, pursuing the course of
the Merrimac river, at three mile3 dis-

tant on the north side thereof, beginning
at the Atlantic ocean, and ending at a
point due north of Patucket falls; and a
straight line drawn from thence due
west until it meets his Majesty's other
governments.

This line was surveyed, by Richard
Hazen,in 1741, when fort Duramer was
found to lie beyond the limits of Massa-

chusetts to the north ; and, as the king
of Great Britain repeatedly recommend-
ed to the assembly of New Hampshire
to make provision for its suppoft, it was
generally supposed to have fallen within
the jurisdiction of that province, and,
being situated on the west side of the
Connecticut, it was supposed that New
Hampshire extended as far westward as
Massachusetts ; that is,' to a line twenty
miles east of Hudson river.

In the year 1741, Benning Wentworth
was commissioned governor of the prov-
ince of New Hampshire. On the 3d of
January, 1749, he made a grant of a
township of land six miles square, situ-

ated, as he conceived, on the western
border ofNew Hampshire, being twenty
miles east of the Hudson, and six miles
north of Massachusetts line. This, town
ship, in allusion to his own name,, he
called Bennington About the same :

time, a correspondence was opened be-

tween him and the governor of the prov-
ince of New York, in which were urcd
their respective titles to the lands on the
west side of Connecticut river ; yet with
out regard to these interfering claims, i

,ventworth proceeded to make further
L,ronts

Tl ,r .s W1 amfl,intAfi tri firf,.on
townsi;ips'ill 1754f but tllis yeai llostU.
Uies commenced between the French
and English colonies, which put a too

,n,.tiIir ;,,,,, r..,t t th,.
clwJ of u -

17GJ. Durirnr this
war, the New England troops opened a j

road from Charlestown, in New Hamp- - j

to Crown Point, and bv treduenily
in thnui.rh tluKo lanrl hwaniH i

r o -"-- "o " i

well acquainted with their fertility and
value; and the conquest of Canada hav-- j
ing liuallv removed the danger of 'set-- .

nsirtnf tha Pnn,ff rr. tilfisfl" "T J
lands were now ea jerly sought by ad
venturers and snecalators.

grant

York was Wiis regarded very
by the con-shir- e.

cerued. Tlie settlers on the Hamp- -

. The governor of New Hampshire, by the loyal decision the same interpreta-advic- e

of his now a sur-- ; tion, io would ever have

vey to be made of Connecticut river for

miles, tiers ot its suDniit-t- o

laid but on each As the ap-- ! ted its without a murmur,
for lands still fur- - j But that gave the a

thp.r surveys orderod to he made, very different It contend- -
' I

and so numerous were the applications,
that during the year 1761, no less than
sixy of six miles square were
granted on the west side of
river. The whole number of grants, in
one or two years more, had amounted to
one hundred and thirty-eigh- t. Their
extent was from river on the
east to what was esteemed twenty
east of Hudson liver, so far as that river
extended to the and afier that
as far westward as lake Cham plain.

By the fees and other
j wh c!l vetworth received in return for
- thsft an(i hv rervin.f five hun- -
i o "J o .
dred acres in each lor

was accumulating a large
fortune. The government of N i w York,
wishing to have the profits of these lands,
became alarmed at the proceedings of
the governor of New Hampshire, and de-

termined to check them. For this pur-

pose, Mr. Colden, lieutenant governor of
New York, on the 28th of
1763, issued a proclamation, in which he
recited the grants made by Charles II.
to the Duke of York, in 1664, and ia
1674, which embraced among other parts
"all the lands from the west side of

river to east side of Delaware
bay." his claim upon this
grant, he ordered the sheriff of the coun-

ty of Albany to make returns of the
names of all persons who jiad pos-

session of lands on the west side of the
Connecticut, under titles derived from
the government of New Hampshire.

To prevent the effects whicji this
was to and

to inspire confidence in the validhy of
the New Hampshire grants, the governor
of New Hampshire, on his part, put
forth a counter : proclamation, on the
13.h of March, 1764, in which he de-

clared that the grant to the Duke of York
was obsolete ; that New Hampshire ex-- '
tended as far west as Massachusetts and
Connecticut, and that the grants'made
by New Hampshire would be coiifirmeJ

by the if the jurisdiction should
be altered. He exhorted, the settlers to
be and diligent, iu cultivating
their lauds, and not to be by
die threatening, of New York. He re-

quired all the ciyil to exercise
as far west.as grants had been

made, and to punish all disturbers of the

peace. This prwclamat'un served to quiet
the minds of the settlers. Having

theirlandsuiidera charter irom a
royal , governor, and alter such assuran-
ces from him, they had; no idea that a
controversy between the two
respecting, the extent of, their jurisdic-
tion,'; would ever , affect die of
their titles. J ; . :. ;

New had hitherto founded' her
claims to Uie lauds iu opoa: Uio

to the Duke of York, but choosing!

no longer to rely on so precarious a ten-

ure, application was now made to the

crown for a confirmation of the claim- .-

This application was supported by a peti-ior- i,

2urportwy n be signed by a great
number of the settlers on the New

Hampshire grants, representing that it
would be for their advantage to be annex-

ed to the colony of New York,--and pray-

ing that the western bank of Connecticut
river might be as the eastern
boundary of that province. In conse-

quence of this petition and application of
the of New Yolk, his Majes-

ty, on the 20th of July, 1764, ordered
that "the western bank of

established,
diilerenlly different parties

New

council, ordered

sixty and'thiee townships knowledged jurisdiction ana
be side. lo authority

plications increased, government decision
were construction.

townships
Connecticut

Connec;icut
miles

northward,

emoluments

township himselt,
he evidently

December,

Con-

necticut
Founding

taken

proc-

lamation calculated produce,

crown,

iudustrious
intimidated

ofSeers ju-

risdiction

pur-

chased

provinces.

.validity

York
question

established

government

Connecticut

controversy

river, from where it enters the province
of Massachusetts bay, as far horili as the
45th degree of north latitude, be the
boundary line between the said provincps
of New Hampshire and - New York."- -
This determination does not appear to be
founded on any previous grant, but was
a decision which the wishes aud conven-

ience of the people were supposed to de-

mand.
Surprised as were the settlers on the

New Hampshire grants at this order, it
produced in them no serious alarm. They
regarded it as merely extending the ju-

risdiction of New York, in future, over
their territory. To this jurisdiction they
were willing to submit ; but they had no
apprehension that it could, in any way,
adect their title to the lauds upon which
they had settled. Having purchased and
paid for them, and obtaiued deeds of the
same under grants from the crown, they
could not imagine by what, perversion of
justice they could be compelled, by the
same authority, to their
lands or abandon them. The governor
of New Hampshire, at first, remonstra-
ted against this change of jurisdiction ;

but was, at. length, induced to abandoa
the contest, and issued a proclamation rec- -

.ommeuduig to the proprietors and set- -

tiers due obedience lo the authority aui
lawsof the colony of New York.

CHAPTER III.

TI'he royal decree by which the division
line between New Hampshire and New

shire "ranis considered that it onlv nlac- -
: .:o . .

led them hereojter unuar the juridwaon
of New York, and to this they were
willing to submit; but they had no ld&i

that their titles to their lauds, or that any
past transactions, could be afTed by it.

Had lie government ot xsew ioik given

arisen. Ti.e settlers would have ac- -

ed that the order had a retroxps live ope- -

ration, anl decided not only what should
thereafter be, but what had always been,
the'eastern limit of New York, and con-

sequently, that the grants made by New

Hampshire were illegal and void. -

Wit'i tiibso vievvs, the government of
New York proceeded to extend its juris-

diction over the New Hampshire giants.
The settlers were called upon to surrender
their charters, and theirlands
under grants from New York. Soiie of
them complied with this order, but most
of them peremptorily refused. The
lands of . those who did not comply were
therefore granted to others, iu whose

names actions of ejectment were com-

menced in the courts at Albany, and
judgments invariably ob ained against
the eltlers and original proprietors.

The settlers soon found that they had
to hope from the customary forms

of law, and thsrefore determined upju
resistance to the unjust and arbitrary de- -

cisioiis ot tne court, im uis ju;yeM--

pleasure should be furtlier known. Hav-

ing fairly pureVased their lands of one

royal governor, they were determined
not willingly to submit and
them, at an exorbitant price, of another;
and when tin executive ocicersof ISew

York came to eject the inhabitants from

their possessions, they met with avowed

opposition, and were not suffered to pro-

ceed in the execution of their business.
For the purpose of rendering their re-

sistance more effectual, various associa-

tions were formed among the settlers ;

anJ, at leagth, a convention of repre-

sentatives from the several towns on the

west side of the mountains was called.

This convention met in the fall of 1766,

and. after mature deliberation, appointed
Samuel Romxsox, oi Bennington, an

agent to represent, to the Court of Great

Bi ain, the grievances of the set'iers,
sind to obtain, if possible, a confirmation

of the New Hampshire grants. Thec-tion- s

of ejectment were, however, still
oin-'o- in the courts ai Albany, but no

attention was. paid 'to tiiem by the set-der- s,

nor was any defence" made ; but
the setders were very careful that none

of the decisions of the curt should be

carried into execution.
On the 3d of July, 176, the colonial

assemblyof New York had passed an act
erecting a portiou of the territory cover-

ed by the New Hampshire grants into a
new county, by the. name of Cumber-

land, and making provisiotis for building
therein a court house and ja3, to be loca-

ted at Chester; buV in consequence oi
the represen'ations made by Mr. liobui-son- at

the Britislr Court, his Majety in

council, was
.

pleased, ou the 26th ofJune,
.j it: .1

1707, to issue an oruer auuuuiug una
act ot the provincial legislature j; and ou

the 24th of July following, another spe-

cial order was obtained, prohibiting die

governor of New York, upon pain of his 1

Majesty's highest displeasure, from mak
in" any further gran s wha 'soever of the ;

lands in question, till his Majesty's fur-- :

ther pleasure should be kno.vn concern-- ;
ing the same.

"But before Mr, Robinson had fully ac-

complished the business of his mission
in England, he was so unfortunate as to ;

take the small-p- x, of which distemper
he died at pudon, in October, 1767,

and it is not known that a detailed ac-

count of his proceedings was ever trans-

mitted to the people on the New Hamp
shire grants, who had made him their
asrent. -

,

' "
. ..

Notwithstanding t!ie annulling of the I

act of the provincial legislature above
mentioned, and die prohibition contain-

ed in the order of die 24. h of July,
1767, the government of New York
continued ta make grants, and to pro:
ceed in carrying out their designs in the
division of the Territory into counties.
They had already established a court of
common pleas, an q appointed judges in
the county of Cumberland, when, on
the 2d of December, 1767, they receiv:
ed official notice of the annulling of the
act by which that county was establish-
ed. But instead of desisting, in obe-

dience to the royal ceciee, diey, with
the advice cf the Attorney General, on
the 20th of February, 1768,
the act which had just been anuulled,
and proceeded in the organization of the
county.

In 1763 the couw-ilo- f New Yoik had
deciarvd that the King's order '.' did not
extend to prevent the governor frra the
granting of any lands which had not
been previously granted by New Hamp-

shire." The governor had, therefore,
continued to make new grants to his fa-

vorites, and friends: nor did he confine
his grants, agceeablv to the decision of
die council, to the ungranted lands, but
in many cases regranted such as wete al-

ready covered by New Hampshire char-

ters. But while the success of Mr.
Robinson's mission' to England had
hardly served as a temporary check up-

on the proceedings of New York, it in-

spired, the settlers on 'the grants with
new confidence . in the justice of their
cause, and gave them strong grounds to

hope that their rights would be eventu-
ally acknowledged aud protected by the
Crown.-- - ' ;' -

In the meantime, the efforts of the
claimants under iew York to get posse-

s-ion of tlie lanJs were unremitting.
Surveyors were sent on to allot them, but
these, when discovered by the setders,
were not permitted to proceed. In Oc-

tober, 1769, a party of New York sur-

veyors was .observed to be running a
line across the farm of Mr. James Breck- -

enridire, in Besinington, and being for
bidden to proceed by Beckenridge and
others, who had collected at the place,
they desisied, arid. wont home. WJiere-upo- n,

Abraham Ten Brotk,' one of the
proprietors of the patent ot .Walloorn- -

scoik, petitioned the governor and coun-

cil of NewvYork, setting forth that the
commissioners arid surveyors for divid-

ing the patent had been "riotously op-

posed by sunJry persons, and prevented
by their threats from executing the trust
reposed in them." The governor issued
his proclamation, "for apprehending
the principals and as
the following January term of the court
at Albany,, the. Revv Jede liah Dewey,
Joseph Robinson,', Elijah Fay, Thomas
Henderson, Ebenez.r Robinson, and
John Stewart were indicted as Hotel's,
but none of them were . arrested or
brought to trial.

Iu this state of thing, the settlers, on
the 18th of October, 176 petitioned
the governor and council of New Hamp-
shire to interpose witn in
their behalf, andagaiu on the 24lh of the
same month. The last of these petitions
was signed bv Samuel Sifford for Ben-ningto- n,

Benjamin Gardiner for Pownal,
Jehiel Hawley for Arlington, Benjamin
Purdy for Manchester, Thomas Barney
for Sunderland, aad Benjamin Colvin for
Shafisbury. In the meantime, die gov-

ernment of New York continued to maks
grants, and actions of ejectment against
the settlers continued to be brought in
the court at Albany ; and Ethan Allen,
afterwards so distinguished, first coming
to reside in the grants abut this time,
uader.ook the defence of the New
Hampshire grantees in die. actions
brought against them. He proceeded
to New Hampshire, procured the neces-

sary documents from die colonld gov-

ernment there, engaged the , services of
Mr. Ingersoll, an emin-Mi- t lawyer in Con-

necticut, and in June, 177i, they appear-

ed before tlie court at Albany, and the
trial of Josiah Carpenter, of Shafisbury,
came on. , The counsel for the defend-

ant produced to the court the documents
above mentioned, among which were the
charter of die township and die defend-

ant's deed from the original proprietors.
But diese were immediately set aside by
the court, on the alleged ground tliat the
New Hampshire grants were illegal, and
a verdict was t readily obtained against
die defeudant. - : '.i : !

: Two other cases being tried with like
results, no f'urdier defence was nude be-ib- re

the court. And it is related that
before Allen left Albany,, he was called

upon by the atfoVney general and some
othtrs, who told him tiiat th cause of
t!ie settlers was desperatvaud urged him

to go- - home, - and persuade liis'Greeu
Mouataiu friends to make tiie best terms
tbey could wiui Uieir new landlords, re

minding him of the proverb that .'might
often ,: prevails against right.' Allen
cooly replied to them, that 'the gods of
the vallies are not the gods of the hills ;
and when aked by Kemp, the King's at-

torney, to explain his meaning, he only;
added, that if he would accompany him
to Bennington, the sense would be made
clear... ., . ','-..'...- - .. .

: When the news of the proceedings at
Albany l cached the grants, it created
loud murmurs of discontent among the
people. A convention of the setders
was held at Bennington, in which it was
" Resolved, to support their "rights and .

property wflieh they possessed under the
New Hampshire grants, against the usur-
pation and unjust claims of the govern-
or and council of New York, BT FORCE,

as law and justice were denied them." --

Having dtus appealed to the hist arbiter
of disputes, their resolution was follow-
ed by a spirited and determined resist-

ance of the authority of New York, in
consequence of which several of the set- -

tiers were indicted as rioters ; but the
officers sent to apprehend them " were
seized by the people," says a writer of
that period, "aud severely chastised with j

twigs of the wilderness I

At this period, and for sometime after-ward- s,

one of the most efficient support- -
j

ers of the authority of New York was j

John Munro, who was proprietor of a j

patent under that province, lying upon
White Creek and extending into what
is called Shafisbury Hollow. He' held
the office of justice of the peace for the
county of Albany, and resided on his
patent near the west line of Sbaftsbury.
Jtlvj had about him a number of tenants
and dependants, and by his boldness and
energy of character - was very trouble
some to tlie rew Hampshire grantees.
By his assistance, the sheriff of Albany
county surprised aud arrested Silas Rob
inson in Bennington, early in the morn-

ing of the 29di of November, 1770,
and succeeded in conveying him to Al-

bany, where he was imprisoned. At
the January term of the court in 1771,
he was indicted as a rioter, and kept in
jail till October, when he was liberated
on bail. Simeon Hathaway, Moses
Scutt, and Jonathan Fisk were also in-

dicted, but none of them were arrest-
ed.

'
-

Whenever the sheriff appeared upon
the gran fs for. the purpose of arresting
rioters, or ejecting . the settlers, he was
sure to be met by a . p irvy larger iha 1

his own, fully deuM-mine- io frustrate his
object. Being required to serve a writ
of ejectment on James Breekenridge,
the sheriff, by order of the governor,
called to his assistance a poXse of 75J
armed militia. The settlers . having
timely knowledge of his approach, as-

sembled to the number of about , 3 JO,

and arranged their plans to resist him.
An officer with 18 men was placed in

the house, 120 men behind trees near
the road by which the sheriff must ad
vance, and the remainder were concealed
behind a ridge of land within gun shot
of the house; and the forcing the door
by the sheriff was to be made known to

those concealed without by raising a red

flag at the top of the chimney. .
When the sheriff approached all were

silent, and he and his men were com-

pletely within the ambuscade before they
discovered their situation. . Mr. Tea
Eyck, the sheriff, went to the door,

entrance as sheriff of the coun-

ty of Albany, and threatened, on re-

fusal, to force it. The answer from with-

in was, "attempt it, and you are a dead
man." On repeating his demand, with

a tin eat of uing foree he received for a
second answer hiJeous groans ; and at
the same time the two divisions exhibited
their hats on the points of their guns,
which made them appear much more nu-

merous than they really were. The
sheriff and his poise seeing their dan-

gerous situation, and not (says Ira Al-

len) bein-- r interested in the dispute, made

a hasty retreat, without a shot being
fired on either side. ..
" The New York claimants finding that
the militia of Albany county could not
be relied upon j act against the settlers,
they now sought to accomplish their ob
jects by. other means. By making fa
vorable offers of titles under iMew xorK
to some prominent individuals on the
grants, by conferring offices on others,
and by encouraging persons from New
York to "settle upon the u locc-upi- d

lands which had been granted by New

Hampshire, they hoped to divide the
people, and render the New York inter-

est predominant. To thwart these plans
of their enemies, comnii ,.tees of safety
were organized in die several towns, and
a convention of die settlers on the grants
wa assembled, which decreed, among
other things, that no officer from ew
York should be allowed, without per
mission of the Committee of Safety, td
carry any person out of the" district of
jtlievNew Hampshire granis, ana mat no
surveys should be made, nor lines run.
nor se dements made under New York
within the same. The violation of; tiiis

deviWwas to be punished at the discie
tion"of a court formed by die Commit

tees of Safety or elders of the people.

At the same time the civil officers ; were

to be allowed to exereise Uieir proper
functions ia collecting debts aud other
matters not connected with the contro--

v?rsy. t , :

To carry oul these measures, and be
in readiness' in case of emergency; a
military ' association was . formed,

whl;h Ethan Alien was appointed Col

. Uommandau.; and Seth Varner, -
Ri-oimb- er

Baker, 'Kobexfc Cochraa. GLieoa

Warner, and some others, were appoint-- j with a body of troopts, for the purpose of
ed Captains; Under these, the people I subduing and chastising the refractory
of the grants armed, and occasional
met for military exercise and discipline.
Of this organization Gov. Tryon was
apprized early in 1772, by a letter from
Johu Munr,; in which he says :';'. The
rioters have established a company at
Bennington, commanded by Captl War-

ner, and on new year's day his company
was reviewed, and continued all day in
military exercise and firing af marks.'

In pursuance of die New York pollicy
before mentioned, settlements were made
in the western parts of Rupertand Paw- -

let by persons who had armed them
selves in defiance of the New Hamp- -

shire grantees. In October, 1771 ,

Ethan ; Allen, Remember - Baker : and
Robert Cochran, with six others, inhab-

itants of Rupert, all well armed, pro-- ,
ceeded to warn off the intruders, who,
finding opposition vain, fled to New
York, and the log-hous- which they
had erected " were pulled down, laid
iu heaps, and burned with fire."

Alexander McNaughton, a New York
justice of the peace, upon this issued a
warrant for the apprehension of the per-
sons above mentioned as rioters, but at
the same time wrote to the governor of
New York that their situation among
the mountains was such diatno sheriffor
constable could take them ; and recom
mended that a reward be offered for
their apprehension. Accordingly, on
the 27th of November, the goveruor, by
advice of his council, put forth a pro
clamation, offering a reward of JbJ
each for the apprehension of Cochran,
Alien, Baker, and the sit. others.

In February, 1772, the sheriff of Al
bany .county came to Rupert with the

overnor s proclamation, but did not
succeed in taking any of the persons
concerned in the alleged riotous pro- -

eeeumirs. un ins return, ne reportea
to the governor that the rioters had re-

tired, but from the conduct of those at
home, not concerned in the riot, "he
found the greatest appearance of a deter-

mined resolution not to submit to the
government, and this hV found particu-
larly verified by the conduct of eight or
nine, who were armed with guns aad
clubs, in which manner they came to
the house of one Harmon near Indian
river, where he then was, and from
their conduct it plainly appeared what
they intended.

Shortly after this. John Munroe. the
New York justice" already mentioned,
moved by the hope of reward ; and the
desire of notoriety, resolved tb attempt
the capture of one of most prominent of
the rioters. Having assembled ten or
twelve of his friends and dependants, on
the 22d of March, 1772, before diy-ligh- t,

being Sunday morning, he pro-
ceeded to the house of Remember Baker,
in Arlington, for the purpose of arrest-

ing him. Baker vf as awakened by the
breaking open of his door, and the en-

trance of a number of men armed with
swords and pistols. The intruders rush
ed upon him with savage fury, wounding
him by a cut across the head, and alsi
on the arm, with a sword. His wife too
was barbarously wounded by a sword
cut across the head and neck, and one of
his boys also, then abut 12 years old.
Baker being overpowered aad bound
was thrown iu to a sleigh and conveyed
off with the greatest possible speed to
wards Albany. "

' The news of this transaction being
sent by express to Bennington, ten men
immediately mounted their horses for
the purgoso of intercepting the banditti
and rescuing Baker, They came npon
Munro and his party just before they
reached the Hudson river, who on the
first appearance of their pursuers, aban
doned their prisoner and fled. Baker
was found nearly exhausted by his suffer
ings and the loss of blood. Having re
freshed him and dressed his wounds

they carried him home to the no small
joy of his friends and the whole settle-

ment. .
'

An account of this transaction was af
terwards sent to the governor of New

York by Munro, in which lie represents
the conflict at Baker's house as very des-

perate, and says "he has reason to be
thankful to Divine Providence for the
preservation of his life and thai of his
party." He says fuither tht he should
have succeeded in carrying Biker to Al
bany, "if he could have had ten men.
who would have taken arms and obeyed
his orders ; but that Utey all ran into the
wood when they ought to have resisted

Shortly alter this attack upon : Baker,
Muuro made an a:tempt to arrest S.-t-h

Warner. Warner with a single friend
was riding on horse-ba- k iu the vicinity
of Munro's residence, and, being met by
Munro and several of his dependauts, a
conversation ensued, in the midst of
which Munro suddenly seized the bridle
of Warner's horse aad commanded the
bystauders to aid in arresting him War-

ner after V vainly - urging, him to desist,
struck Munro over tne tread with a dull
cutlass and leveled him to the ground.
Munro, though stunned and disabled for

the time, received no permanent injury,
aud the spectators manifesting no dispo-

sition to iuterVere, Warner was permitted
to proceed without furdier molestation.

Tlie repeated aggressions of this kind
aroused :

the' settlers to a determination to
maintain their ground at all hazards; and
to expel every person: who should be

I Ibiind upon the grants under, die auspices
of the New Voik claimants. y In this ex
asperated of public feelicgi iwws

fwas recsH'ed at Benuhgwnthat G)r.
'Tryvu was :sceidia-Ui5- i Irords nTr

was at first credited and produced some
alarm. The committees of safety ana
military officers met in convention, and
after a full consideration of their situa
tion, finally resolved that "it was their
duty to oppose liovernor i ryoa ana uu

Their resolution bein? thus taken.
they next began to make preparations for
an effectual resistance. Two cannon and
a' mortar, with powder and ball, were ob
tained from Hoosic fort and there was a
reueral rally of the militia in Benning
ton aud the neighboring towns. In order
to ensure an effectual resistance, it wa
concluded to - place soise of their best
marksmen at the narrow passes along the
road from Albany to Bennington, for
the purpose of shooting down the offi-

cers of the invaders as they advanced
and producing disorder and dismay
araonjr their troops. In the meantime a
trusty person was dispatched to. Albany
to ascertain the number, the movements
and designs of the enemy aril take nt)te
of their officers so as to be able to dis
tinguish them azain. This messenger

shortly returned with the joyful intelli

gence that tne troops were wina-ooun- u

in the river below Albany, and that they
had no designs . upon the Grants, bat
were destined for the military posts on
the lakes : and thus were the settlers re-

lieved from the necessity of putting their
plans and their valor to the test.

During the preparations above men
tioned several persons oa the Grants,
who were in die New York interest.
judging it unsafe for them to remain, fled
to New 1 oik, and by their representa-
tions and by the intelligence received
from Munro, Governor Tryon seems to
have been impressed with the difficulty
of subjugating the settlers on the Grants,
by force, and tohave determined to try
what could be done by negotiation. He
accordingly wrote to die Rev. Mr. Dew-

ey and the inhabitants of Bennington and
the adjacent country, and, after censur-

ing them for their illegal acts and
strong desire to do them jus-

tice, he invited them to lay before him
dieir grievances and causes of complaint,
and engaged full security aad protection
to any persons they might send to New
York on that business, excepting Allen,

'Warner and three otiiers. '

Governor Tryon'a letter was dated at
New York, "May 19th,' 16 72. Oa the
5th of. June, two answers were .returned,
one signed by a committee appointed for
that purpose by the inhabitants of Ben-

nington and vicinity, and consisting of
Mr. Dawey and others ; and the other by
the persons excepted in the governor's
letter. In these- they proceed to show
the legality of their titles to' their lands
under the" grants of New Hampshire,
and that their proceedings, which had
been declared to be disorderly , and riot-

ous, were necessary and justifiable in de-

fending themselves and property against
the machinations of base and sordid land- -

jobbers, an express an earnest wisn that
.wf T- n ntlis excellency wouia assist io quiet

them in their possessions "till His Maj-

esty, in his royal wisdom shall b? gra-
ciously pleased tosetde the controver- -

y." . .
-

, These communications were forwarded
by Capt. Stephen Fay and his son Mr.
Jonas Fay, who were appointed agents on
the part of the settlers of the New
Hampshire Grants to deliver them to the
governor of New ,York.' They were
kindly received by Hi Excellency aud
laid before the couuciL . The council af-t- ar

mature deliberation reported favora-

bly, and recomnfjnded that His Excel-

lency afford all the relief in hi power,
by suspending till His Majesty pleasure
should be known, ail prosecution ia be-

half of the crown, on account of crimes
widi which the setders stood charged,
and recommend that the owners of dis
puted lands; claimed under New.! York
titles, should suspend, during the same
period, all civil suits concerning the same.
This reprt of the council was approved
by die governor and was immediately
communicated to the people of die Grants
by their agents. ' ' - -

"When intelligence of thi result reach-

ed Bennington, it diffused universal joy
through die . setdement. .The remem-

brance of their former grief and suffer-

ings, was, for the moment, swept away
in the overflowing enthusiasm for gover-
nor Tryon, On the 1 5th of. July, 1772,
the committee who had replied to the let-

ter of the governor of NewYork, to-

gether with a vast concourse of people
assembled at the meeting-hous- a in Bea-ningto- n)

and dieir agents then laid be-

fore them die results of their mission
to New Toik. c Tha ccsaner-ir- i whiih
it was received may be bet understood
from the report, made by these aeuts
shordy after; to governor Tryoa.

It ni abotxt this .tims that tbo settler ef
the y&v llampshiia Gnait be?aa to be cAlkd
Green Momum Boys. Th3 ntais vm firt l.d

to the Ciliury. ha; wa soon exlonid b
tha ettler ia t&s&tiL! V "' ; ' -

. . : 4 '(tc .E2-- . corrrxusn.) , v ;

2TThe Boston Journal, cietttwns a
ruaor frost a sottfee "which entitles It to
credit," that ex-g- o "venr Basr of Ne5r
Hampshire, u to Be i appointed Gorerner
of Kansas' in pkee of uovernbr Shan-

non, who is cow on hi ifay (Vrishiug
ton, (of the parpoes, it u txJd, f tt
signing his wniriiissian. I .Gov., EUtr
Iisls recently sold - hii property ia: on
cord, N. H;,withVdi4 li otresovts
to tba Xiv&J-OitiifJ-d lUzt&Str.'
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